Culver City Middle School

Summer Reading

Students may choose ANY two books from the list
Realistic-Contemporary

How Tia Lola Came to Stay

Alvarez, Julia

Although ten-year-old Miguel is at first embarrassed by his colorful aunt, Tia Lola, when she comes to Vermont from the Dominican Republic to stay with his mother, his sister and him after his parents divorce, he learns to love her.

Return to Sender (2010 Pura Belpre Award)

Alvarez, Julia

After his family hires migrant Mexican workers to help save their Vermont farm from foreclosure, eleven-year-old Tyler befriends the oldest daughter, but when he discovers they may not be in the country legally, he realizes that real friendship knows no borders.

Anything But Typical

Baskin, Nora Raleigh
Jason, a 12-year old boy who wants to become a writer, relates what his life is like as he tries to make sense of his world.

Hope Was Here

Bauer, Joan

When sixteen-year-old Hope and the aunt who has raised her move from Brooklyn to Mulhoney, Wisconsin, to work as a waitress and cook in the Welcome Stairways diner, they become involved with the diner owner’s political campaign to oust the town’s corrupt mayor.

The Wanderer

Creech, Sharon

Thirteen-year-old Sophie and her cousin Cody record their transatlantic crossing aboard the Wanderer, a forty-five foot sailboat, which is en route to visit their grandfather in England.

Night Hoops

Deuker, Carl

Whole trying to prove that he is good enough to be on his high school’s varsity basketball team, Nick must also deal with his parent’s divorce and the erratic behavior of a troubled classmate who lives across the street.

Because of Winn-Dixie

DiCamillo, Kate

Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her first summer in the town of Naomi, Florida, and all of the good things that happen to her because of her big, ugly dog, Winn-Dixie.

The Skin I’m In

Flake, Sharon

Thirteen-year-old Maleeka, uncomfortable because her skin is extremely dark, meets a new teacher with a birthmark on her face and makes some discoveries about how to love who she is and what she looks like.

Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key

Gantos, Jack

To the constant disappointment of his mother and his teachers, Joey has trouble paying attention and controlling his mood swings, when his prescription meds wear off and he starts getting worked up and acting wired.

Hoot

Hiaasen, Carl

Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in another boy’s attempt to save a colony of burrowing owls from a proposed construction site.

That was Then, This is Now

Hinton, S.E.

Sixteen-year-old Mark and Bryon have been like brothers since childhood, but now, as their involvement with girls, gangs, and drugs increases, their relationship seems to gradually disintegrate.

The Outsiders

Hinton, S.E.

Ponyboy is 14, tough and confused, yet sensitive – when his best friend kills a rival gang member, a nightmare of violence begins.

Any Small Goodness

Johnston, Tony

Arturo and his family and friends share all kinds of experiences living in the barrio of East Los Angeles.

Number the Stars

Lowry, Lois

In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie learns how to be brave and courageous when she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis.

Sleeping Freshman Never Lie

Lubar, David

Scott, an incoming ninth-grader, keeps a hilarious diary of “do’s” and “don’ts” for surviving freshman year in hopes of helping his unborn sibling.

A Corner of the Universe

Martin, Ann M.

The summer that Hattie turns twelve, she meets the childlike uncle she never knew and becomes friends with a girl who works at the carnival that comes to Hattie’s small town.

Dairy Queen

Murdock, Catherine Gilbert

After spending her summer running the family farm and training the quarterback for her school’s rival football team, 16-year-old D.J. decides to go out for the sport herself, not anticipating the reactions of those around her.

Autobiography of My Dead Brother

Myers, Walter Dean

After the death of a close friend, Jesse pours his heart and soul into his sketchbook to make sense of life in his troubled Harlem neighborhood.

A Step From Heaven

Na, An

A young Korean girl and her family find it hard to adjust to life in America.

Becoming Naomi Leon

Ryan, Pam Munoz

When Naomi’s absent mother resurfaces to claim her, Naomi runs away to Mexico with her great-grandmother and younger brother in search of her father.

What My Mother Doesn’t Know

Sones, Sonya

Through poetry, Sophie describes her relationships with a series of boys as she searches for Mr. Right.

Local News

Soto, Gary

A collection of thirteen short stories about the everyday lives of Mexican American young people in California’s Central valley.

Crash

Spinelli, Jerry

Seventh-grader Jonh “Crash” Coogan has always been comfortable with his tough, aggressive behavior, until his relationship with an unusual Quaker boy and his grandfather’s stroke make him consider the importance of friendship and family.

Loser

Spinelli, Jerry

Even though his classmates form first grade on have considered him strange and a loser, Daniel Zinkoff’s optimism and exuberance and the support of his loving family do not allow him to feel that way about himself.

When You Reach Me  (2010 Newberry Award Winner)

Stead, Rebecca

As her mother prepares to be a contestant on the 1980’s television game show, “The $20,000 Pyramid,” a twelve-year-old New York City girl tries to make sense of a series of mysterious notes received from an anonymous source that seems to defy the laws of time and space.

Flipped

Van Draanen, Wendelin

In alternating chapters, two teenagers describe how their feelings about themselves, each other, and their families have changed over the years.

Classic

Little Women

Alcott, Louisa May

Chronicles the joys and troubles of the four March sisters as they grow into young ladies and marry in 19th-century New England.

Emma

Austen, Jane

Emma devotes her formidable energies to matchmaking between friends and acquaintances in the village of Highbury. The plot turns on a romance of which she is wholly unaware.

The Illustrated Man

Bradbury, Ray

The narrator, on a walking tour, encounters a vagabond whose body is covered with fantastic tattoos that, when darkness falls, become animated and “tell” tales. Playful, satirical, sometimes savage but just as often wistful, the stories are vintage Bradbury.

The Lost World

Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan

An expedition to the Amazon River leads to a confrontation which species that are supposed to be extinct.

The Old Man and the Sea

Hemingway, Ernest

An aging Cuban fisherman, alone in a small skiff, catches a huge marlin and must defy the sea, marauding sharks, and his own flagging strength to bring his great catch home.

The Odyssey (DK version)

Mitchell, Adrian

This is a retelling of Homer’s epic that describes the wanderings of Odysseus after the fall of Troy.

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn

Smith, Betty

The tale of a little girl living in the slums of Brooklyn, who dreamily watches out her window as a tree struggles to reach the sky.

Dracula

Stoker, Bram

Having discovered the double identity of the wealthy Transylvania nobleman, Count Dracula, a small group of people vows to rid the world of the evil vampire. This is one of the original vampire stories and one of the best!

The Hobbit

Tolkien, J.R.R.

Frodo, the hobbit and a band of warriors from the different kingdoms set out to destroy the Ring of Power before the evil Sauron grasps control.

Journey to the Center of the Earth

Verne, Jules
A daring scientist leads an expedition into the interior of the Earth, where fierce dinosaurs and an intelligent reptilian race battle a primitive human civilization.

The War of the Worlds

Wells, H.G.

The narrator begins this alien invasion tale with these words, “No one would have believed…that this world was being watched keenly and closely by intelligences greater than man’s.”

Historical

Chains

Anderson, Laurie Halse

After being sold to a cruel couple in New York City, a slave named Isabel spies for the rebels during the Revolutionary War.

Crispin: The Cross of Lead

Avi

Falsely accused of theft and murder, an orphaned peasant boy in fourteenth-century England flees his village and meets a larger-than-life juggler who holds a dangerous secret.

Al Capone Does My Shirts

Choldenko, Gennifer

Twelve-year-old Moose moves to Alcatraz Island in 1935 when guards’ families were housed there, and contends with his strange new environment as well as life with his autistic sister.

Bud, Not Buddy

Curtis, Christopher Paul

Ten-year-old Bud, a motherless boy living in Flint, Michigan, during the Great Depression, escapes a bad foster home and sets out in search of the man he believes to be his father – a renowned bandleader.

Day of Tears

Lester, Julius

During the Weeping Time, the largest slave auction in American history, Emma is one of over 400 slaves sold to payoff Pierce Butler’s gambling debts.

The Legend of Buddy Bush

Moses, Sheila

In 1947, twelve-year-old Pattie Mae is sustained by her dreams of escaping Rich Square, North Carolina, and moving to Harlem when her Uncle Buddy is under arrest for attempted rape of a white woman and her grandfather is diagnosed with a terminal brain tumor.

Ties That Bind, Ties That Break

Namioka, Lensey

Ailin’s life takes a different turn when she defies the traditions of upper class Chinese society by refusing to have her feet bound.

When the Emperor was Divine

Otsuka, Julie

The five members of a Japanese American family present their unique perspectives on the experience of being forced into an internment camp during World War II.

A Single Shard

Park, Linda Sue

Tree-ear, a thirteen-year-old orphan in medieval Korea, lives under a bridge near a potters’ village, and longs to learn how to throw delicate celadon ceramics himself.

A Long Way From Chicago

Peck, Richard

Joe recounts his annual summer trips with his sister to rural Illinois during the Great Depression to visit their larger-than-life grandmother.

The Mostly True Adventure of Homer P. Figg  (2010 Newberry Honor)

Philbrick, Rodman

Homer P. Figg escapes from his wretched foster home in Pine Swamp, Maine, and sets out to find his beloved older brother, Harold, who has been illegally sold into the Union Army.

Under the Blood-Red Sun

Salisbury, Graham

Tomikazu Nakaji’s life with his Japanese family in Hawaii changes drastically after the bombing of Pearl Harbor in December 1941.

The Wednesday Wars

Schmidt, Gary

In 1967, Holling Hoodhood starts seventh grade and experiences a series of mishaps and adventures involving cream puffs, yellow tights, Shakespeare and the New York Yankees.

Good Masters! Sweet Ladies!: Voices From a Medieval Village

Schlitz, Laura Amy

A collection of plays featuring characters from the 13th Century such as Barbary, the mudslinger, and Jack, the half-wit.

Science-Fiction & Fantasy

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy

Adams, Douglas

Seconds before earth is demolished to make room for a galactic freeway, an earthman is saved by his friend. Together they journey through the galaxy.

The Lost Years of Merlin

Barron, T.A.

A young boy who has neither identity nor memory of his past washes ashore on the coast of Wales and finds his true name after a series of fantastic adventures.

Ender’s Game

Card, Orson Scott

In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile alien race’s next attack, government agencies breed child geniuses and train them as soldiers.

The Dark Hills Divide

Carman, Patrick

When she finds the key to a secret passageway leading out of the walled city of Bridewell, twelve-year-old Alexa explores the mysterious forests and mountains that lie beyond the wall.

Catching Fire  (2010 CA Young Reader Medal Nominee)

Collins, Suzanne

By winning the annual Hunger Games, District 12 tributes Katniss Everdeen and Peeta Mellark have secured a life of safety and plenty for themselves and their families, but because they won by defying the rules, they unwittingly become the faces of impending rebellion. This is the sequel to The Hunger Games.

The London Eye Mystery

Dowd, Siobhan

After Ted and Kat’s cousin Salim vanishes form the London Eye ferris wheel, the siblings investigate and solve the mystery of his disappearance.

The House of the Scorpion

Farmer, Nancy

In a future where humans despise clones, matt enjoys special status as the young clone of El Patron, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico and the United States.

Running Out of Time

Haddix, Margaret Peterson

When a diphtheria epidemic hits her 1840 village, thirteen-year-old Jessie discovers it is actually a 1996 tourist site under unseen observation by heartless scientists.

Silver Kiss

Klause, Annette

A mysterious teenage boy harboring a dark secret helps Zoe come to terms with her mother’s terminal illness.

Airborn

Oppel, Kenneth

Matt, a young cabin boy aboard an airship, and Kate, a wealthy young girl traveling with her chaperone, team up to search for the existence of mysterious winged creatures reportedly living hundreds of feet above Earth’s surface.

The Schwa Was Here

Shusterman, Neil

When eighth-grader Antsy Bonano realizes his friend Calvin Schwa has the ability to be nearly invisible, he concocts a moneymaking scheme.

Uglies

Westerfeld, Scott

Growing up in a futuristic world, 15-year-old Tally, a fun-loving trickster, attracts the attention of the secret police when she begins to question the society she lives in and breaks the rules.

Mystery & Adventure

Chasing Vermeer

Balliett, Blue

When seemingly unrelated and strange events start to happen and a precious Vermeer Painting disappears, eleven-year-olds Petra and Calder combine their talents to solve an international art scandal.

The Shakespeare Stealer

Blackwood, Gary

A young orphan boy is ordered by his master to infiltrate Shakespeare’s acting troupe in order to steal the script of “Hamlet,” but he discovers instead the true meaning of friendship and loyalty.

Rebecca

Du Maurier, Daphne

For months after her death, the memory of Rebecca de Winter continues to dominate everyone at her former home, Manderley, a famous English country house.

The Thief Lord

Funke, Cornelia

Orphaned brothers prosper and Bo, having run away from their cruel aunt and uncle, decide to hide out in Venice where they fall in with the Thief Lord, a thirteen-year-old boy who leads a crime ring of street children.

In Darkness, Death

Hoobler, Dorothy

In eighteenth-century Japan, young Seikei becomes involved with a Ninja as he helps Judge Ooka, his foster father, investigate the murder of a samurai.

Eagle Strike

Horowitz, Anthony

Teenage spy Alex Rider investigates international pop star and philanthropist Damian Cray whose new video game venture hides sinister motives involving Air Force One, nuclear missiles, and the international drug trade.

The Girl Who Owned a City

Nelson, O.T.

When a plague sweeps over the earth killing everyone except children under twelve, ten-year-old Lisa organizes a group to rebuild a new way of life.

Maximum Ride: The Angel Experiment

Patterson, James

Max leads her feisty half-human, half-bird “family” on an action-packed journey from Death Valley, California, to the bowels of the New York city subway system to rescue their youngest sister Angel.

The Extraordinary Adventures of Alfred Kropp

Yancey, Rick

When teenager Alfred Kropp accidentally rescues King Arthur’s legendary Excalibur, he begins a dangerous mission to keep the sword safe from forces of evil.

