Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls

Chapter I – When you’re done give this chapter a title. ___________________________
1. What does the man find when he leaves work? 

2. Why did the man almost cry? 

3. What was the dog’s name? 

4. Why didn’t the man keep the dog? 

5. What do you think the “cups” are that the man keeps on the mantel? 

Vocabulary: look them up, please. 

Redbone Hound ________________________________________________________________________

Cur ________________________________________________________________________

Dormant ________________________________________________________________________

Mantel ________________________________________________________________________

Coaxing
________________________________________________________________________

Fill in the blanks: 

1. Twisting and ________________________, he fought his way __________________ 




(verb+ing)




(preposition)

the pack and backed up under the ______________________ branches of the hedge. 






(adjective)

2. Where the the alley emptied into the _____________________, he stopped and looked 







(noun)

________________________. I ____________________ my hand. 

(adverb)


(past tense verb)

3. The _______________________ polished surface _____________________________


(adverb)





(past-tense verb)

and glistened with a golden _______________________. 




(noun)

Chapter II – Title: _______________________________________________________
1. What disease did the narrator get? 

2. What does the narrator want? (Be specific.)

3. Why did the narrator sweep the tracks of the river-coon away? 

4. What is a ringtail coon? 

5. Why is the narrator crying? 

6. What happened to Samie, their cat? 

7. What happened to the narrator when one of the hen’s got caught in one of his traps? 

8. What’s the narrator’s first plan to get a hound and what stops him? 

9. Why do you think the narrator is losing weight? 

Vocabulary

Aromatic

__________________________________________________________________

Commotion

__________________________________________________________________

Squalling

__________________________________________________________________

Switch __________________________________________________________________

Turpentine __________________________________________________________________

Canebrakes __________________________________________________________________
Hollyhocks __________________________________________________________________

Sparse ___________________________________________________________________

Bore

___________________________________________________________________

Fill in the blanks: 

1. I suppose there’s a __________________________ in practically every young 




(noun)

__________________’s life when he’s affected by that ______________________

(noun)  






(adjective)

disease of puppy love. 

2. ____________________ home was in a _______________________ valley far back in 


(possessive pronoun)


(adjective)

the ______________________ Ozarks.  

Reflect: What do you think is going to become of our narrator at this point in the story? 

Chapter III: Title ________________________________________________________
“Every time I’d see a coon track down in our fields, or along the riverbanks, the old sore would get all festered up and start hurting again.” – Billy Colman

1. What kind of figurative language is the author using in the above quote? 

2. Where did the narrator find the sportsman’s magazine? 

3. What was in this magazine that changed the narrator’s life? 

4. How much did the advertisement say the pups cost? 

5. What is the narrator’s plan to get the pups? 

6. How much had the narrator saved in the first year? 

7. How long did it take to save the whole fifty dollars? 

8. What did the narrator do to get the money? 

9. What does the narrator sacrifice to get the money? 

10. Why do you think the narrator’s grandfather doesn’t want him to tell his father about the hounds? 

11. What does the narrator want his grandfather to do for him? 

Vocabulary

Discarded

___________________________________________________________________

Mulled

___________________________________________________________________

Eaves

___________________________________________________________________

Heft

___________________________________________________________________

Dumbfounded

___________________________________________________________________

Quavering

___________________________________________________________________

Fester ___________________________________________________________________

Minnow

___________________________________________________________________

Mule

___________________________________________________________________

Horehound

___________________________________________________________________

Adoration

___________________________________________________________________

Reflection: 

Why do you think the narrator’s grandfather became emotional when the narrator told him how long he had been saving? 
For what would you be willing to save for two years? What kinds of things would you do to get what you want? 

Chapter IV: Title _________________________________________________________

1. What’s the problem with the delivery of the dogs? 

2. Where is Tahlequah? 

3. How long did the narrator have to wait from the time the pups were ordered? 

4. Why do you think the narrator doesn’t tell his dad about his plan? 

5. What is the narrator’s plan? 

6. What does the narrator take with him? 

7. How does the narrator know where he is going? 

8. What does he eat the first night? 

9. Why do you think the little girls giggled when they saw the narrator? 
10. Besides the pups, what else did the narrator buy? 

11. What game were the neighborhood boys playing? 

12. Where does the narrator go to school? 

Vocabulary

Salt pork ________________________________________________________________

Gunny sack ______________________________________________________________

Saw briers _______________________________________________________________

Flint rocks ______________________________________________________________

Gawked ________________________________________________________________

Sorghum _______________________________________________________________

Fill in the blanks: 

1. He ______________________ always kind and ______________________, but for 


(state of being verb)



(adjective)

some reason, I don’t know why, __________________ just couldn’t tell 





      (first person pronoun)




________________________. 

3rd person objective pronoun

2. Feeling the _________________________ of hunger __________________________


(plural noun)




(verb+ing)

at my stomach, I decided I would stop and ____________________________________







(present tense verb)

at the next ______________________ I _______________________________________.



(noun)



(past tense verb)

Chapter V: Title __________________________________________________________

1. What do you think the narrator is afraid of at the depot? 

2. What is the narrator’s name?  

3. What was the narrator’s reaction to seeing the pups for the first time? 
4. How did the narrator get back at the old ladies for staring at him? 

5. What does that say about his character? 

6. “My face was red as a fox’s tail.” This is an example of what kind of figurative language? 

7. Why does the narrator say, “the day I had waited for so long had turned black and ugly”? 
8. In chapter five, there is an incident that is very similar to an incident in chapter one. What is it? What does it say about our narrator? 

9. Draw a picture of your favorite moment in chapter five. 


Vocabulary
1. Depot ________________________________________________________________

2. glancing ______________________________________________________________

3. snickered _____________________________________________________________

4. anvil _________________________________________________________________

Pick one word to describe the boy dog.  ______________________________________

Pick one word to describe the girl dog. _______________________________________

Reflection: How do you think seeing his reflection in the window for the first time made the narrator feel in this town? What was the experience of going to a town like this?  (Think about everything that happened, not just the bad stuff.) 
What do you think about Billy after sleeping in the woods with mountain lions all around? 

Chapter VI: Title _________________________________________________________
Billy gets back and plans to use the gifts to “soften the blow” of his punishment. What would happen to you if you did something like this? Why do you think it’s different? 

Where does Billy find the names for his dogs? 

What are the dogs’ names? 

Why does Billy’s dad try to make him feel better about his experience at the town? What does his dad know that Billy will have to do some day? 

Fill in the blank:

1. Realizing that everything was _______________________________, I stood up and 






(verb, past participle) 

___________________________ my _________________________________.

(past tense verb)



(plural noun)

2. _________________________ mother and I don’t plan to live in these ____________

    (Pronoun – 2nd person possessive) 





plural noun

all our lives. It’s no place to raise a family. A man’s _____________________________









(plural noun)

should have an education. 

What punctuation is missing? 

__Maybe they weren’t__” I said__”but I still don’t want to ever live in town. It’s too crowded and you couldn’t get a breath of fresh air. ___
Chapter VII: Title _________________________________________________________

Vocabulary 

Determination ___________________________________________________________

Woe _________________________________________________________________

Eternity ______________________________________________________________

Mischievous ___________________________________________________________
Brace and bit ___________________________________________________________

1. What is Grandpa’s plan to catch a coon? 

2. Why did Grandpa know so much about raccoons? 

2. How did Billy scare his mom? 

3. How did Billy catch his first coon? 
4. How did Little Ann save Old Dan? 

5. How does Billy’s dad feel about Grandpa’s traps?  Why does he tell Billy not to use them anymore? 
6. What does the scene between the ringtail coon and the pups say about their character? 

Fill in the blanks

1. It seems that the worries and wants of a young boy _____________________ cease. 








(adverb)

Now that I had my _________________________ another obstacle had cropped




(plural noun)


___________.  This one looked _____________________ impossible.  

(adverb)



(adverb)
________________ had to have a coonskin so I could train _______________________.
(1st person pronoun)





(Pronoun: 3rd pers. pl. obj.)
Reflect on the dogs’ training. What was it like? Why do you think Billy was a good trainer? Or didn’t you? 
Chapter VIII: Title ____________________________________________________

Vocabulary

Timber ____________________________________________________________

bottoms ____________________________________________________________

domain _____________________________________________________________

fulfilled _____________________________________________________________

How are Billy’s parents different with regard to his hunting? 
What makes Billy feel “just about as big as our old red mule”? 

What was the coon’s first trick to fool Dan and Ann? 

Why does Billy get angry on his first raccoon hunt? 
What happens to make Billy proud of his dogs? 

Why does Billy call the big sycamore “the chicken tree”? 

Why does Billy cry for the tree? 

Why does Billy cut the tree down anyway? 

Why is Billy so determined? What do you think about the promise Billy made to his dogs? 

Reflect: It could be said that one of the themes of this book is “the rewards of determination.” So far, in this novel, what are the rewards of determination? Compare Billy’s determination to yourself or someone you think is very determined. 

Chapter IX – Title: ________________________________________________________

(Do Not call it “The Scarecrow.” ;-)

What does Grandpa think we need a lot more of in America? 

Why do you think Grandpa thinks that every child should chop down a tree? 

What’s Grandpa’s plan to fool the raccoon? 

Try to draw a picture like Grandpa “drew” for Billy to show how the ‘coon had fooled him. (page 83). 

Vocabulary

Accomplish _____________________________________________________________

Momentum ______________________________________________________________

Determination ___________________________________________________________

River bottoms ____________________________________________________________

Coaxing ________________________________________________________________

Why did Billy feel bad about scolding Little Ann?  (page 86)

1. Crying my ___________________ out, I _______________________  my dogs to me 



(plural noun)


(past tense verb) 

and showed them my __________________________.  “I can’t do it,” I said. 



(plural noun)

Add punctuation where it’s needed. 

2.  ___I_m sorry,___ I said. “I didn__t want to cut you down___but I had to. I hope you 
can understand.___

Now, write a twelve line poem about how Billy and the dogs catch “Ol’ Ringy.” It would be nice if it rhymed. ;-)

Chapter X – Title: ________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

predicted _______________________________________________________________

nonchalantly ____________________________________________________________

peroxide ________________________________________________________________

slough __________________________________________________________________

In a short paragraph, describe Billy’s new “business.” 
Why do you think Grandpa put a bar of soap in Billy’s pocket? (page 93)

On page 94, there are descriptions of the two dogs. In only three sentences each, describe the dogs in your own words. 
Dan: 

Ann: 

How do you think Old Dan get into the muskrat den? 
How did Old Dan climb the tree?

How did Old Dan get down from the tree? 

Chapter XI – Title: _______________________________________________________
Vocabulary:

predicament _____________________________________________________________

eddy ___________________________________________________________________
ventilating ______________________________________________________________

Draw a picture of the scene on pages 104-105. 


Describe how Billy saves Little Ann. 

What is the “miracle of the lantern”?  Why does Billy think it’s a miracle? 
“Where the Red Fern Grows” has a lot of sensory details. Go back through chapter XI and list any sensory details you can find. 

	Touch
	Taste
	Smell
	Sound
	Sight

	
	
	
	
	


Predict: What do you think is going to happen next? 
Chapter XII – Title: _______________________________________________________
Vocabulary

Disposition ______________________________________________________________

Leering _________________________________________________________________

Sidled __________________________________________________________________

Designated ______________________________________________________________

Gnaw __________________________________________________________________

Begrudgingly ____________________________________________________________

Draw a picture of Rubin Pritchard and label your picture with at least four descriptions from page 112. 


What do the Pritchard boys want to do that causes all the trouble? 
Before accepting the Pritchard boys’ bet, what warning does he give? 
Why do you think Grandpa decides to accept the bet? 

What elements of danger are there on this particular hunt? 

Chapter XIII – Title: ____________________________________________________

Frayed _______________________________________________________________

Entangled ____________________________________________________________

Foliage ______________________________________________________________

Mackinaw ____________________________________________________________

Why do you think Billy decides not to let his dogs kill the ghost coon? 

Think about a story, a film, or a television program in which someone unwisely takes a dare. How does that story compare with what happens in this part of the novel?

Who dies and how does it happen? 
How do Billy and his family react to the death? Describe each briefly.

“Even after all that had happened, I could feel no hatred for the ghost coon and was not sorry I had let him live.” p. 131
Why does Billy think this? 

Chapter XIV – Title: _____________________________________________________
Jubilant ________________________________________________________________
Tiptop _________________________________________________________________

Droning ________________________________________________________________

Solemn _________________________________________________________________

Heedless ________________________________________________________________

Why does Grandpa feel guilty? 
What exciting news is in the newspaper? 

Describe Billy’s relationship with his grandfather. Give at least one specific example. 
Fill in the blanks: 

I heard the “Bam, bam, bam,” of a ____________________________ high in the top of 






(type of animal)

a box elder snag. The ________________ of a ____________________ and the 




(verb)



(animal)

_________________ of a bluejay blended ___________________________ with the 

(verb)





(adverb)

_____________________________ beat. A _______________________________

(adjective)





verb+ing

________________________ ________________________, ______________________
(adjective)



(animal)


past tense verb

to the side of the hackberry tree, kept time to the music with the beat of his tail. 

What did Billy miss because he was so busy with his coon hunting? (page 142)

Why does Billy want a gun? (page 145) 
Use the vocabulary words in original sentences. 

Jubilant ________________________________________________________________

Tiptop _________________________________________________________________

Droning ________________________________________________________________

Solemn _________________________________________________________________

Heedless ________________________________________________________________

Chapter XV – Title: _______________________________________________________

Tarp ___________________________________________________________________

Monotonous _____________________________________________________________

Why did Old Dan refuse to eat the corned beef hash? 
What did Billy have for dinner at the campsite on the way to the coon hunt? 

Why did Billy have feelings about drinking coffee and what were those feelings? 

How did Billy get Little Ann ready for the “best looking dog” contest? 
Why didn’t Billy choose Old Dan for that contest? 

Write a new verse for Billy’s song. Use the same rhyme scheme. 

“You can swim the river, Old Mister Ringtail, 

And play your tricks out one by one. 

It won’t do any good, Old Mister Ringtail, 

My Little Ann knows every one. 

(Now it’s your turn.)

Grandpa found red hair in his brush. Finish his sentence…
“Say, young ____________________________________________________________

Chapter XVI – Title _______________________________________________________

Gingerly ________________________________________________________________

Flitted __________________________________________________________________

Eliminations _____________________________________________________________

Why was everyone laughing at Grandpa? 

Draw a picture to explain how the coon tricked the dogs. 


What was “the most beautiful sight” that one man in the contest had seen? 

Where did Billy sleep the night after the elimination round? 

Why were men going “in and out of tents” with rolls of money?
What was Billy’s plan for the next part of the contest? (166)

How do Old Dan and Little Ann take care of each other? 
Chapter XVII – Title: _____________________________________________________

Vocabulary
Leeward ________________________________________________________________

What is the major conflict in this chapter? 

How are Old Dan and Little Ann different? (page 172)

“His frost covered whiskers stood out straight as porcupine quills.” This is an example of 

a s_________________________________. 

What happened to Grandpa? 
Why do you think Billy cried? (page 178)

Fill in the blanks.

“I never should have _____________________________. My _____________________




(past tense verb)



(plural noun)

_______________________ as one, and started _________________________________

(past tense verb)




(verb + ing)

and clawing ___________________________ way ______________________________



(pronoun, plural, possessive)

(preposition)

the __________________________________ __________________________________.


(adjective)




(noun)

________________________ ______________________________ and scolded, but to 

(pronoun, 1st person, sing., subject) 

(past tense verb)

no avail. ___________________________ _________________________________ 


(pronoun, 3rd person, plural, subject)  (past tense verb)
__________________________________ the rattling cane. 

(preposition) 

Chapter XVIII – Title: _____________________________________________________

Vocabulary

Haggard ________________________________________________________________

Draw a picture to show how Old Dan and Little Ann kept from freezing to death. 


Write a paragraph to describe how the theme of “determination” is presented in chapters seventeen and eighteen. 
TS Old Dan and Little Ann are very determined dogs. 

CD ____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

CM ____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

CM ____________________________________________________________________

CD_____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

CM ____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

CM ____________________________________________________________________

CS _____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

What prizes did Billy get? (page 185, 186)

Billy kept his promise to his little sister. What character trait would you assign to him based on this action? 

What was Papa’s reaction to the contest? 

Why do you think Mama cried and prayed in front of the dogs? 

What did they have for dinner when they got home? 

Chapter XIX – Title: ______________________________________________________

Vocabulary

Predatory _______________________________________________________________

Haunches _______________________________________________________________

Rimrocks _______________________________________________________________

Jugular _________________________________________________________________

Cleaved ________________________________________________________________

Convulsions _____________________________________________________________

Dislodged _______________________________________________________________

Entrails _________________________________________________________________

Churring ________________________________________________________________

How did Billy try to save Old Dan? 

How did Old Dan die? 

Describe how Billy tried to save Little Ann. 

How did Little Ann die? 

What was the “miracle” that the dogs provided? (page 205) 

Why does Papa think the dogs were taken away? 

Examine one of the “connections” that you’ve read and describe how it is similar to “Where the Red Fern Grows.” 

Draw an aerial view map (from up above) of the setting in Chapter XIX. Draw arrows to show the paths of movement, and create a legend to show what the symbols mean. 


[image: image1]
Write a twelve-line poem or a song that you might sing at Old Dan and Little Ann’s funeral. 
Chapter XX – Title: _______________________________________________________

Okay, now it’s your turn…

Come up with ten comprehension questions for chapter 20. 

1. 

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10. 

Fill in the Blanks: Pick your own selection from the chapter, leave (5) blanks and label the part of speech. 

Punctuation practice!!! Pick a selection from the chapter and leave blanks for the punctuation. 

In your own words, what is the message of this chapter? What is the theme? Give examples. 

Have people read what you wrote above and give comments. 

1. 

2. 

3.

4.

Write a story using all of the words from Chapter XIX. Underline all of the vocabulary words. 

Last, but not least…reflect on the theme of this novel. How has the idea of “determination” been shown in this story? How about other themes? 

3

